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Haż-Zabbar Local Council Annual Budget

Financial Year 2026

Overview and Summary

The Ħaż-Żabbar Local Council hereby presents its Annual Budget for the Financial Year 2026, prepared on the

basis of the contractual obligations in force at the time of drafting these estimates, together with those

commitments expected to arise throughout the coming year. For 2026, the Council's principal source of

income is the estimated Central Government allocation of €1,067,194. This revenue supports the Council's

ongoing operational commitments, which include payroll costs amounting to €319,059, operations and

maintenance costs estimated at €731,366, and administrative  and other service expenses of €53,535. The

financial plan also includes an accounting depreciation charge of €160,713, which does not represent a cash
outflow but is included to reflect the use of fixed assets over time.

As part of its ongoing responsibilities in maintaining the locality's cultural and architectural heritage, the
Council is also planning the restoration and embellishment of both the Sanctuary Museum façade and the

Zabbar Cemetery façade. These essential works, which fall under the Council's restoration commitments, are

estimated to cost €100,000, of which €80,000 will be funded through LESA.

During the year, the Council plans to undertake significant capital investment, with total capital expenditure

expected to reach €1,332,259. This investment programme includes the acquisition of a theatre valued at

€620,000, the refurbishment of Gnien il-Mistrieh at an estimated €164,000, fully refunded through Planning
funds and the construction of both a recovery room for cats, estimated at €40,000, and a greenhouse valued

at €10,000, both financed through MAFA. Further projects include the construction of alleys costing €70,000,

the erection of the Ferdinand Von Hompesch monument at €60,000, the embellishment of areas in St Peter

and Tal-Plier at a combined cost of €50,000, and the construction of new pavements valued at €50,000. The

Council is also planning the construction of Triq il-Kbira Alley 4 at an estimated cost of €100,000, for which a

reimbursement of €85,000 is anticipated should government funding be approved. Additional initiatives
expected during the year involve applications for European funding, including the Urban Greening Project,

valued at €51,000 with an expected reimbursement of €41,000, and the Marketing the Territory project,

estimated at €14,000, of which €10,500 is intended to be refunded. While lamp poles and other urban

improvements are estimated at €15,000. Expenditure of €3,000 on office furniture and equipment is also

projected.

The Council remains committed to prudent financial stewardship, ensuring that public funds are administered

responsibly and with long-term community benefits in mind. This budget reflects a balanced approach

between essential operational needs and substantial capital investment, reinforcing the Council's dedication

to improving services, safeguarding cultural assets, and enhancing the quality of life for all residents of Ħaż-
Zabbar.

Jorge Grech

Mayor

Stephanie Testaferrata de NC

Executive Secretary
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